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Love Man

UK 7” GTO Records GT274 • 1980 
A)	 Love Man
B)	 If  That’s What You Want

This is a bit of  an anomaly in Mari’s career as this 
was the only of  her seminal early singles to be 
issued on the GTO label instead of  The Compact 
Organization’s label. Maestro Tot Taylor (a.k.a. 
tunemeister Teddy Johns) was also signed to the label 
at the time but after he issued 3 stiff  45s there, he 
(and his protegé Mari) were given the boot. The 
rest of  her early career would be spent on Tot’s 
own Compact label - much to her benefit. There 
she would be nurtured in the perfect artistic 
environment. The production on these sides is spot-
on ‘59-61 without a hint of  the camp that would 
creep in on later recordings. Teddy Johns’ sleeve 
notes set the very proper vintage tone.



Dance Card

UK 7” Compact Records Pink1 • 1982 
A)	 Dance Card
B)	 She’s Had Enough Of  You

Mari’s second single has her ensconced now on 
The Compact Organization’s label. Dance Card 
is a high-energy rave-up with a propulsive rhythm 
section underpinning the action. As with her first 
single, it would be one of  many non-LP 7” A/B 
sides that preceded as well as followed Mari’s 
“Showpeople” LP of  1983. The sleeve makes very 
effective use of  monochrome and the same photo 
used on the flipside of  her debut single sleeve. As 
with that single, her backing band is called The 
Imaginations here, which brought some flack from 
the UK funk band, Imagination. After this, her 
backing band would go under a differing name, 
The Wilsations.



Beat The Beat

UK 7” Compact Records Pink2 • 1982 
A)	 Beat The Beat
B)	 Glamourpuss

Mari’s third single has her shows her really hitting 
her stride with both songs. “Beat The Beat” is a 
classic Mari single with relentlessly upbeat backing 
vocals and compulsive handclap rhythms. The B-
side, “Glamourpuss,” is actually my favorite Mari 
Wilson song due to the campy intro by the backing 
band, still unnamed here. The sleeve notes are now 
penned by one “Rex Luxore,” yet another Tot 
Taylor pseudonym. “Mr. Clark Mono,” the head 
of  The Compact Organization, was another. The 
sleeve makes effective use of  2 colors for a striking 
image. This pressing seems to be from Polydor in 
the UK. It features their distinctive relief  printing 
of  the label art directly into the disc instead of  
paper labels.



Baby It’s True

UK 7” Compact Records Pink3 • 1982 
A)	 Baby It’s True
B)	 You Look So Good

Mari’s fourth single is yet another non-LP opus. 
Tot Taylor is credited for production “By & For 
The Organization.” All singles by Mari on Compact 
produced by Tot will bear this legend. The astute 
will notice a third label design in as many singles. 
The Compact image is nothing if  not mutable!



Baby It’s True

UK 12” Compact Records PinkX3 • 1982 
A)	 Baby It’s True 	

(discotheque arrangement)
B1)	 You Look So Good 
B2)	 Baby It’s True

Mari’s fourth single is also her first to make the 
leap into the then still a bit exotic 12” format with 
a sterling extension of  the number featuring the 
extended intro that it was given when presented 
live. This arrangement also features a spiffy trumpet 
solo by Christopher Smith that lands on that side 
of  the jazz line.



Baby It’s True

UK 12” Compact Records PinkX3 • 1982
White Label Promo 
A)	 Baby It’s True 	

(discotheque arrangement)
B1)	 You Look So Good 
B2)	 Baby It’s True

This is the pre-release white label copy of  “Baby 
It’s True.” Though it’s mastered hot it still can’t 
hold a candle [soncially] to the pressing on the pic-
label Mari Wilson Japanese EP to come later in 
this document.



Just What I Always Wanted

UK 7” Compact Records Pink4 • 1982 
A)	 Just What I Always Wanted
B)	 Woe, Woe, Woe

Mari’s fifth single exploded into the UK top 10 with 
all of  the effervescence of  a case of  pop rocks 
dumped into a sea of  club soda. Producing this time 
was Tony Mansfield, the cut-rate Trevor Horn (and 
resident genius of  GTO act New Musik). The vintage 
retro sound is updated here with a host of  machines 
that Tony was known for.. Somewhere, Joe Meek 
was smiling. The end result has more hooks than 
an angler. The intro literally transports the listener 
to a perfect pop world. By the time Mari whispers 
“Let’s Go,” the listener is willing to follow her 
anywhere. The (full-color) cover features Mari 
holding Tupperware. A reference to her famous 
quote, “Diana Ross sells love… I sell Tupperware." 
And the B-side, only available here, is another Tot 
Taylor production complete with a skit appended 
to the song’s fade-out.



Dance Card

UK 7” flexi Compact Records PinkF4 • 1982 
A)	 Dance Card

The 7” if  “Just What I always Wanted” came with 
a bonus flexidisc of  Mari’s second single, “Dance 
Card” as a bait for the adoring masses.



Just What I Always Wanted

UK 12” Compact Records PinkX4 • 1982 
A)	 Just What I Always Wanted 	

(extended version)
B)	 Are You There (With Another Girl)

The A-side features a nifty Tony Mansfield extended 
remix. The flip differs from the 7” version in that 
instead of  “Woe, Woe, Woe” the listener finds a 
cover of  the Bacharach/David classic “Are You 
There (With Another Girl),” taken from the 
“Showpeople” LP instead.



Just What I Always Wanted

JAPAN 12” London Records L15P1154 • 1983 
A1)	 Just What I Always Wanted 	

(extended version)
A2)	 Beat The Beat 
B1)	 Baby It’s True	

(discotheque arrangement)
B2)	 Tu No Me Llores

London issued a lovely 12” EP in Japan with 4 non-
LP Mari cuts in 1983. The disc sported the large 
pic-labels that were in vogue for Japanese EPs at 
the time and a kicky silk-screened outer sleeve. 
Interestingly enough, this, as in all other masterings 
of  “Tu No Me Llores,” features what sounds like 
all the world like record surface noise, even though 
in that pre-CD era, no one EVER simulated surface 
noise unless invoking the prewar era- there was no 
need.



AYoung Person’s Guide 
    				 To Compact

UK 2xLP Box Compact Records Comp1 • 1982 
A1)	 Virna Lindt: Attention Stockholm
A2)	 The Beautiful Americans: Sparkletones
A3) 	 The Popheads: Headpop
A4)	 Mari Wilson: Beat The Beat
A5)	 Shake/Shake: Shuttle Service
B1)	 Mari Wilson: Ecstasy (demo)
B2)	 Shake/Shake: Shake/Shake
B3)	 Cynthia Scott: Dancing With You
B4)	 Mari Wilson: Rave (live excerpt)
B5)	 Virna Lindt: The Dossier On Virna Lindt



AYoung Person’s Guide 
    				 To Compact

UK 2xLP Box Compact Records Comp1 • 1982 
C1)	 The Beautiful Americans: 	

The Beautiful Americans (part 1)
C2)	 Virna Lindt: Model Agent
C3) 	 The Popheads: The Popheads In Space
C4)	 Tot Taylor: Living In Legoland
C5)	 Virna Lindt: Letter To Sergei
D1)	 Cynthia Scott: The X-Boy
D2)	 Shake/Shake: Yellow Ditty
D3)	 Virna Lindt: Man Talk
D4)	 Mari Wilson: Dance Card



AYoung Person’s Guide 
    				 To Compact

UK 2xLP Box Compact Records Comp1 • 1982 

The Compact Organization issued this elaborate 
boxed set on the occasion of  their first anniversary. 
The tradition of  presenting the demo of  “Ecstasy,” 
rather than the LP version begins here. In fact, only 
on the original LP or the French compilation, “Cry 
Me A River” can one find the Tony Mansfield 
production. All other issues of  the song are of  the 
faster tempo Toy Taylor production. I can only 
assume that Mr. Taylor must really hate the LP version! 
For some reason the live performance of  “Rave” is 
only an excerpt though looking at the original LP 
reveals several minutes of  mastering time that were 
not used as the side’s runout groove is fairly wide. 
The box has an plethora of  tschotschkes to enhance 
one’s enjoyment of  the presentation: 3 B/W 8”x10” 
glossies and a button, as seen here.



AYoung Person’s Guide 
    				 To Compact

UK 2xLP Box Compact Records Comp1 • 1982 

The insert features yet more of  Rex Luxore’s 
grandiloquent liner notes, as only he can pen! This 
maxi-sized postcard of  Virna Lindt was also included. 
No doubt sending this A4 postcard off  called for an 
enormous amount of  postage!



AYoung Person’s Guide 
    				 To Compact

UK 2xLP Box Compact Records Comp1 • 1982 

Finally, the box sported two posters, this smaller, 12” 
x 16” Mari Wilson photo was one.



AYoung Person’s Guide 
    				 To Compact

UK 2xLP Box Compact Records Comp1 • 1982 

And this huge, 35” x 25” subway poster for “Baby 
It’s True,” Mari Wilson’s fourth single was the second 
poster in the box.



Showpeople

UK LP Compact Records Comp2 • 1983 
A1)	 Wonderful To Be With
A2)	 The End Of the Affair
A3)	 One Day Is A Lifetime
A4)	 Dr. Love
A5)	 Remember Me
A6)	 Cry Me A River
B1)	 Just What I Always Wanted
B2)	 This Time Tomorrow
B3)	 Are You There (With Another Girl)
B4)	 I May Be Wrong
B5)	 Ecstasy
B6)	 This Is It?

The classic Mari Wilson album features Tony 
Mansfield production with a gleaming modern sheen 
coloring the retro vibes. As the astute reader can see, 
this particular copy of  “Show People” is personally 
enhanced by the signatures of  Mari, Cinderella, 
Kurt L’Amour, Hank B. Hive, Cary, Gary & Jim!



Showpeople

UK LP Compact Records Comp2 • 1983 

The inner sleeves featured lots of  “candid” photos.



Showpeople

UK LP Compact Records Comp2 • 1983 

A foldout calendar in the style of  Julie London’s 
“Calendar Girl” LP was also included with the LP. 
Here is January through July.



Showpeople

UK LP Compact Records Comp2 • 1983 

And here is August through December. You may 
notice how Mari has to crouch down to fit her beehive 
in the shots!



Showpeople

UK LP Compact Records Comp2 • 1983 

The third panel of  the calendar foldout featured 
hugely desirable Mari Wilson merchandise! Oh, what 
I wouldn’t give for some of  these goodies now!



Showpeople

US LP London Records 810 118-1 R-1 • 1983 
A1)	 Just What I Always Wanted
A2)	 The End Of the Affair
A3)	 One Day Is A Lifetime
A4)	 Baby It’s True (I Can’t Stop Myself)
A5)	 Ecstasy
B1)	 Wonderful To Be With
B2)	 Doctor Love
B3)	 (Beware) Boyfriend
B4)	 Are You There (With Another Girl)
B5)	 Cry Me A River

The North American edition of  “Showpeople” 
features a radically resequenced album with many 
substitutions. The heretofore non-LP singles “Baby 
It’s True” and “Beware Boyfriend” have been added 
to the sequence. And missing are cuts “Remember 
me,” “This Time Tomorrow,” I May Be Wrong” 
and “This Is It?” Also the “bold statement” cover 
shot has been compromised by the addition of  (gasp!) 
typography!



Showpeople

US LP London Records 810 118-1 R-1 • 1983 

The US copy features the same inner sleeve in B/W 
on flat paper. My personal copy came with this B/W 
promo 8’x10’ glossy! Unlike the prints in the “Young 
Person’s Guide” UK box, this is an actual 
photographic print.



Just What I Always Wanted

US Promo 12” London Records MK235 • 1983 
A)	 Just What I Always Wanted	

(US remix)
B)	 Just What I Always Wanted	

(US instrumental remix)

In the US there was a different remix of  “Just What 
I Always Wanted” by remixer Ivan Ivan. But this 
was a promo-only 12” in a plain sleeve with custom 
sticker.



Beware Boyfriend

UK 7” Compact Records Pink5 • 1982 
A)	 Beware Boyfriend
B)	 It’s Happening

Mari’s sixth single is yet another non-LP opus. Tot 
Taylor is credited for production “By & For The 
Organization.” The B-side is the swinging “It’s 
Happening.”



Beware Boyfriend

UK 7” Compact Records Pink5 • 1982 
A)	 Beware Boyfriend
B)	 It’s Happening

“Beware Boyfriend” came in other issues with 1/3 
postcards either featuring Mari, The Marionettes 
or the Marines. Of  course, at the left side of  the 
Marionettes card is future star Julia Fordham who 
would eventually go on to a successful career of  
her own. Mari even sang backup on her first album, 
on the track “Woman of  the 80s.”



Beware Boyfriend

UK 7” Compact Records Pink5 • 1982 
A)	 Beware Boyfriend
B)	 It’s Happening

As with many single in my collection, the pressings 
either have UK Polydor silver and black or full 
color paper labels. These latter ones seem to indicate 
MPO French pressings.



Beware Boyfriend

UK 12” Compact Records Pink5 • 1982 X
A)	 Beware Boyfriend
B)	 It’s Happening

“Beware Boyfriend” was also issued on UK 12” 
single but in a rare move, is identical to the 7” 
version in every way except for the differing Anton 
Corbijn cover shot. His tactile imagery seems to 
be a bad fit for the fantasy that Compact sells with 
Mari.



Cry Me A River

UK 7” Compact Records Pink6 • 1983 
A)	 Cry Me A River (smootch mix)
B)	 Rave (live version)

Strangely enough, for the single of  “Cry Me A 
River,” despite the enlistment of  arranger Andrew 
Powell in producing the LP version, the 7” features 
a more spartan Tot Taylor production. The 12” 
labels the A-side the “Smootch Mix” but it is the 
same version as on the 7” version. “Rave” sounds 
live in the studio as opposed to the live in concert 
excerpt on “A Young Person’s Guide To Compact.”



Cry Me A River

UK 12” Compact Records PinkX6 • 1983 
A)	 Cry Me A River (smootch mix)
B1)	 Tu No Me Llores
B2)	 Rave (live version)

The 12” of  “Cry Me A River” features an additional 
track, the Spanish translation of  the A-side as 
produced by Andrew Powell.



Wonderful

UK 7” Compact Records Pink7 • 1983 
A)	 Wonderful
B)	 I May Be Wrong

Mari’s eighth single featured two cuts pulled from 
“Showpeople” with no non-LP B-side. But the 
Cassette included with 7” copies, “Born Lucky,” 
more than made up for the omission!



Wonderful

UK 12” Compact Records PinkX7 • 1983 
A)	 Wonderful
B1)	 I May Be Wrong
B2)	 One Day Is A Lifetime (demo version)

On 12”, “Wonderful” featured some bait for the 
collector; a demo version (produced by Tot Taylor) 
of  “One Day Is A Lifetime.”



Born Lucky

UK Cassette Compact Records KPink7 • 

1983 
1)	 Baby It’s True (live)
2)	 Beat The Beat (live)
3)	 Love Man (live)
4)	 End Of  the Affair (live)
5)	 Dance Card (live)
6) 	 Tu No Me Llores

This amazing cassette of  live recordings was given 
away with the 7” of  “Wonderful.” Mari’s 11-piece 
band shines on these magnificent live cuts. The 
Spanish translation of  “Cry Me A River” is 
appended to the end of  the running time. The 
same program is repeated on both sides of  the 
cassette.



Ain’t That Peculiar

UK 7” Compact Records Pink8 • 1984 
A)	 Ain’t That Peculiar
B)	 The Maximum Damage

Mari’s ninth single is a non-LP cover of  the Smoky 
Robinson tune. The B-side, is a “new dance” craze 
tune. This single came in three different sleeve 
color variations. This is the red version. It came 
with a bonus single of  “Just What I Always Wanted” 
as bait.



Ain’t That Peculiar

UK 7” Compact Records Pink8 • 1984 
A)	 Ain’t That Peculiar
B)	 The Maximum Damage

The blue version came with a free poster. The 
labels on this pressing are paper.



Ain’t That Peculiar

UK 7” Compact Records Pink8 • 1984 
A)	 Ain’t That Peculiar
B)	 The Maximum Damage

The last variation was a green sleeve.



Ain’t That Peculiar

UK 7” Compact Records Pink8 • 1984 
A)	 Ain’t That Peculiar
B)	 The Maximum Damage

This was the poster included with the 7” single. It 
features Mari’s “classic” beehive hairstyle.



Ain’t That Peculiar

UK 12” Compact Records PinkX8 • 1984 
A)	 Ain’t That Peculiar	

(extended version)
B1)	 The Maximum Damage
B2)	 Use Him

The 12” version of  “Ain’t That Peculiar” has 
extreme value for money. It includes a great 
extended version of  the A-side, another non-LP B-
side and a different poster from the 7” version.



Ain’t That Peculiar

UK 12” Compact Records PinkX8 • 1984 

The poster in the 12” version of  “Ain’t That 
Peculiar” features a shot of  Mari’s “M Type” 
hairstyle as shown on the 7”  version of  the sleeve.



Let’s Make This Last

UK 7” Compact Records Pink9 • 1984 
A)	 Let’s Make This Last
B)	 Let’s Make This Last	

(stereo shift mix)

Mari’s tenth single features Tony Mansfield back 
in the producer’s chair and a computerized 
production sounding not a whole different from the 
typical Frankie Goes To Hollywood singles that 
dominated the UK in 1984. As such, it is Mari’s 
least personable and charming recording. The 
“Stereo Shift Mix” is the same track as the second 
band on the B-side of  the 12” version of  this record; 
called there “Let’s Make This Last (A Bit Longer) 
Loop 2.” The best thing about this record is the 
cover art, featuring a pudgy fan imagining Mari 
walking out of  her wall of  Mari memorabilia and 
into her room. Thankfully, I own virtually every 
artifact on that wall, save for a few magazines and 
the occasional gig poster.



Let’s Make This Last

UK 12” Compact Records PinkX9 • 1984 
A)	 Let’s Make This Last
B1)	 Let’s Make This Last A Bit Longer	

(Loop 1)
B2)	 Let’s Make This Last A Bit Longer	

(Loop 2)

Surprisingly, the 12” A-side is the same cut as on 
the 7” version of  this single. The B-side contains 
two more remixes, the second of  which is identical 
to the renamed flip on the 7” B-side.



UK 7” Compact Records Pink10 • 1985 
A)	 Would You Dance With A Stranger
B)	 Dialogue “Ruth’s Bedroom”/	

Jazz Break (instrumental)

Mari’s eleventh single was taken from the soundtrack 
to the film of  the same name, which catapulted 
Miranda Richardson to the public eye in 1985. The 
producer for these sides was Richard Hartley, 
marking the only time in this sequence that Mari 
Wilson was produced by neither Tot Taylor or Tony 
Mansfield. The trad jazz tune presages where Mari 
would head when she next surfaced with new 
material in 1991.

Would You Dance		
With A Stranger



AYoung Person’s Guide 
    				 To Compact

JAPAN CD Wave Records EVA3005 • 1989 
1)	 Virna Lindt: Attention Stockholm
2)	 The Beautiful Americans: Sparkletones
3) 	 The Popheads: Headpop
4) 	 Mari Wilson: Beat The Beat
5)	 Shake/Shake: Shuttle Service
6)	 Mari Wilson:	 Ecstasy (demo)
7)	 Shake/Shake: Shake/Shake
8)	 Cynthia Scott: Dancing With You
9)	 Mari Wilson: Rave (live excerpt)
10)	 Virna Lindt:The Dossier On Virna Lindt
11)	 The Beautiful Americans: The Beautiful	

Americans (part 1)
12)	 Virna Lindt: Model Agent
13)	 The Popheads: Popheads In Space
14)	 Tot Taylor & His Orchestra: Living In	

Legoland
15)	 Virna Lindt: Letter To Sergei
16)	 Cynthia Scott: The X-Boy
17)	 Shake/Shake: Yellow Ditty
18)	 Virna Lindt: Man Talk
19)	 Mari Wilson: Dance Card/Stop & Start
20)	 The Beautiful Americans: The Beautiful	

Americans (part 2) 	

This CD version of  the classic Compact boxed set 
features a slightly different track listing and none of  
the goodies. Nevertheless, this was quite a find when 
it first made CD in 1990, thanks to Wave. Here in 
one fell swoop one got to hear many other artists 
that The Compact Organization felt worthy of  
recording. A mastering error has “Stop & Start” as 
part of  track 19.







Single Compact

JAPAN CD Wave Records EVA3009 • 1989 
1)	 The Sound Barrier: Mornington	

Crescent
2)	 Virna Lindt: Attention Stockholm	

(excerpt)
3)	 Mari Wilson: Baby It’s True
4)	 Fontana Mix: Cherry Lips
5)	 The Academy Of Fine Popular Music:	

The Morning After
6)	 Floyd: The Seal Song
7)	 Bruce Morrison & Rachel Orlane:	

The Eyes Of  Suspicion
8)	 Mari Wilson: Glamourpuss
9)	 Virna Lindt: I Experienced Love
10)	 Oceans Eleven: Kissing
11)	 Cynthia Scott: The X-Boy (excerpt)
12)	 Mari Wilson: Ain’t That Peculiar
13)	 Fontana Mix: Fang
14)	 The Academy Of Fine Popular Music:	

Heart & Soul
15)	 Mari Wilson: It’s Happening
16)	 The Sound Barrier: Fasten Your Seat	

Belts, We’re off  To Suburbia
17)	 Virna Lindt: Intelligence
18)	 The Beautiful Americans: The 	

Beautiful Americans
19)	 Floyd: Death On The Wind
20)	 Mari Wilson: Love & Learn
21)	 Mari Wilson: Would You Dance With 	

A Stranger
22)	 The Sound Barrier: Bank Holiday





Single Compact

JAPAN CD Wave Records EVA3009 • 1989 

This amazing compilation is technically Japan-only, 
but for the most part contains much of  the content 
of  “Do They Mean Us?” and “Pens, Guns & Riffs.” 
In between the songs, various lo-fi radio interviews 
with the artists appear in excerpt. The package 
included a fold out poster as seen on the next page.





Marigold

JAPAN CD Wave Records EVA2018 • 1990 
1)	 Love Man
2)	 Dance Card
3)	 Stop & Start
4)	 She’s Had Enough Of  You
5)	 Beat The Beat
6)	 Glamourpuss
7)	 Ecstasy (demo)
8)	 Baby It’s True
9)	 Beware Boyfriend
10)	 Just What I Always Wanted
11)	 The End Of The Affair
12)	 Doctor Love
13)	 Are You There (With Another Girl)
14)	 It’s Happening
15)	 Rave (live)
16)	 Wonderful To Be With
17)	 Ain’t That Peculiar
18)	 Love & Learn
19)	 Let Me Dream

This was the first Mari Wilson CD and I have Ron 
Kane to thank for it. He sent me the “Single Compact” 
compilation. Fortunately, that CD had the address 
of  the label, Wave Records and a contact name, 
Mason Akashi, so I was able to purchase the other 
Compact recordings the label also issued at that 
time by writing directly to Mr. Akashi! Wave records 
was an in-store label of  Wave, a Japanese department 
store! Three cuts here were unknown to me, tracks 
3, 18 and 19, which I have subsequently found out 
that they were originally issued on Compact 
compilations “Pens, Guns & Riffs” and “Do they 
Mean Us?” that still evade my grasp.





Marigold

JAPAN CD Wave Records EVA2018 • 1990 

The obi on this CD was very helpful in obtaining 
the rest of  the Wave Records Japanese Compact 
CD issues.



Cry Me A River

FRANCE CD Mantra 058 • 1991 
1)	 Just What I Always Wanted
2)	 Ecstasy
3)	 Glamourpuss
4)	 Wonderful To Be With
5)	 It’s Happening
6)	 Doctor Love
7)	 The End Of The Affair
8)	 Ain’t That Peculiar
9)	 Baby It’s True
10)	 Use Him
11)	 Beware Boyfriend
12)	 Cry Me A River
13)	 I May Be Wrong
14)	 This Is It?
15)	 The Maximum Damage
16)	 One Day Is A Lifetime
17)	 You Look So Good
18)	 Are You There (With Another Girl)

This French compilation is mind-bogglingly obscure.
I found it in the dollar bin of  a superstore some time
in 2002! It is significant for being the only place 
where the LP versions of  “Cry Me A River” and
“Ecstasy” can be found on CD!







Cry Me A River

FRANCE CD Mantra 058 • 1991 

This CD is also the only place where transcriptions 
of  Mari’s lyrics can be found. One hopes these will 
be more accurate than typical  Japanese translations!



The Rhythm Romance

UK CD Dino Entertainment Din CD 31 • 1991 
1)	 Cielo
2)	 The Rhythm
3)	 I’m Coming Home
4)	 No Moon At All
5)	 For Your Freedom
5)	 La La Peace Song
6)	 Cry Me A River
7)	 This Town
8)	 Yeh Yeh
9)	 And I Love Him
10)	 Let There Be Love
11)	 Someone To Watch Over Me
12)	 Loverman
13)	 My Funny Valentine

Eight years after her debut album, Mari unexpectedly 
popped up with a new recording! Moving on from 
the thrust of  “Would You Dance With A Stranger,” 
her last single for the Compact Organization, this 
finds her stepping away from retro camp into irony-
free vocal jazz with a Latin slant. That it’s not a 
million miles away from what Matt Bianco were 
doing early on is underscored by her also covering 
Georgie Fame’s durable “Yeh Yeh.” “Cry Me A 
River” is performed again in a more spartan 
arrangement, similar to the “smootch mix” of  that 
cut. In a move of  empowerment, Mari produces 
and arranges the album as well as co-writes three 
cuts.





The Rhythm

UK CD-5 Dino Entertainment CDMARIS001 • 1991 
1)	 The Rhythm (club mix)
2)	 Someone To Watch Over Me
3)	 The Rhythm (radio edit)
4)	 The Rhythm (beats)

Mari’s twelfth single is a Latin jazzpop excursion 
that even comes with remixes, her last dalliance with 
that form on record.



My Funny Valentine

UK 7” Dino Entertainment MARIS002 • 1991 
A)	 My Funny Valentine
B1)	 Cry Me A River
B2)	 Got To Be You

Mari’s thirteenth single is her cover of  the Rodgers 
/Hart chestnut “My Funny Valentine.” The non-
LP B-side is a cover of  the standard “Got To Be 
You.”



My Funny Valentine

UK CD-5 Dino Entertainment CDMARIS002 • 1991 
1)	 My Funny Valentine
2)	 Cry Me A River
3)	 Got To Be You
4)	 My Funny Valentine (instrumental)

The CD single of  “My Funny Valentine” has an 
extra track; an instrumental version of  the A-side.



I’m Coming Home

UK CD-5 Dino Entertainment CDMARIS003 • 1992 
1)	 I’m Coming Home
2)	 No Moon At All
3)	 Out Of  The Blue
4)	 Got To Be You

Mari’s  fourteenth single has a single non-LP B-side, 
“Out Of  The Blue,” another song she co-wrote.



Beat The Beat

UK CD Great Expectations PIPCD032 • 1992 
1)	 Dance Card
2)	 Beat The Beat
3)	 Love Man
4)	 Stop & Start
5)	 Ecstasy (demo)
6)	 If  That’s What You Want
7)	 She’d Had Enough Of  You
8)	 Glamourpuss
9)	 Baby It’s True
10)	 It’s Happening
11)	 You Look So Good
12)	 What’s Going On
13)	 Ain’t That Peculiar
14)	 Rave (live)
15)	 I’m Happy Just To Dance With You
16)	 The Maximum Damage
17)	 Let Me Dream
18)	 Would You Dance With A Stranger?
19)	 Cry Me A River (smootch mix)

This UK compilation has a few tracks that I don’t 
have anywhere else: “Stop & Start,” “What’s Going 
On” and a Beatles cover; “I’m Happy Just To Dance 
With You.” The last track clearly points the way to 
Mari’s next record, which wouldn’t appear for almost 
a decade after this track was originally recorded.



Beat The Beat

UK CD Great Expectations PIPCD032 • 1992 

The booklet to the disc is light on liner notes but 
sports an up to date Tot Taylor essay and many 
great photos I had not seen before.



Just What I Always Wanted

UK CD Great Expectations PIPCD034 • 1992 
1)	 Wonderful To Be With
2)	 Just What I Always Wanted
3)	 The End Of The Affair
4)	 Are You There (With Another Girl)?
5)	 Doctor Love
6)	 This Time Tomorrow
7)	 Remember Me
8)	 One Day Is A Lifetime
9)	 Beware Boyfriend
10)	 I May Be Wrong
11)	 Use Him
12)	 Love & Learn
13)	 This Is It?
14)	 Tu No Me Llores
15)	 Let’s Make This Last (CD mix)

This UK compilation almost presents the 
“Showpeople” album, out of  its original running 
order, but almost only counts in horseshoes! Most 
fascinating about this disc is the unique edit of  “Let’s 
Make This Last” which begins with backwards tapes.



Just What I Always Wanted

UK CD Great Expectations PIPCD034 • 1992 

The liner notes for this disc consist of  a 1981 Rex 
Luxore special - not on any of  the records. Methinks 
this must have been a press release in its heyday.



The Rhythm Romance

UK CD Castle Select 598 • 2001 
1)	 Cielo
2)	 The Rhythm
3)	 I’m Coming Home
4)	 No Moon At All
5)	 For Your Freedom
6)	 La La Peace Song
7)	 Cry Me A River
8)	 This Town
9)	 Yeh Yeh
10)	 And I Love Him
11)	 Let There Be Love
12)	 Someone To Watch Over Me
13)	 Loverman
14)	 My Funny Valentine
15)	 Out Of  The Blue
16)	 Got To Be You

Ten years after it’s release, “The Rhythm Romance” 
was re-issued with two of  the non-LP B-sides as 
bonus tracks. Seven years later, this is now out of  
print again and moving towards three figures.



Storyline

UK CD-5 Beehive Records CDBEEH1 • 2005 
1)	 Storyline

Mari’s fifteenth single is taken from her third album, 
“Dolled Up.” I don’t have a copy of  this and all 
information I can glean from the internet suggests 
that it is a single track release.



Dolled Up

UK CD Beehive records BEEH1 • 2005
1)	 The Love Thing
2)	 Love At Last
3)	 Amazing
4)	 You Can Keep My Heart
5)	 I Saw The Light
6)	 Running On Sand
7)	 Getting There
8)	 Foolproof
9)	 Storyline
10)	 Look Out For You
11)	 I Don’t Want To Play In Your Yard
12)	 How Can You Mend A Broken Heart

A stately fourteen years passed and lo and behold, 
the third Mari Wilson album was released!



Perhaps, Perhaps, Perhaps

iTunes Download • 2006
1)	 Perhaps, Perhaps, Perhaps
2)	 Hits & Misses

Mari’s sixteenth single makes the leap beyond 
physical form with this download only release. The 
“A-side” is taken from the soundtrack to the UK 
TV series, “Coupling.”



The Platinum Collection

US CD Warner Platinum/Rhino • 2007

1)	  Just What I Always Wanted
2)	  Perhaps, Perhaps, Perhaps
3)	  Love Man
4)	  Dance Card
5)	  Beat The Beat
6)	  Baby Its True
7)	  Wonderful To Be With
8)	  The End Of The Affair
9)	  One Day Is A Lifetime
10)	  Dr. Love
11)	  Remember Me
12)	  This Time Tomorrow
13)	  Are You There With Another Girl?
14)	  I May Be Wrong
15)	  Beware Boyfriend
16)	  Ecstacy
17)	  This Is It
18)	  Would You Dance With A Stranger
19)	  The Love Thing
20)	  Cry Me A River (Tu No Me Llores)

2007 brought yet another Mari Wilson compilation of  
her material for The Compact Organization, salted 
with two cuts from later in her career; “Perhaps, 
Perhaps, Perhaps” and “The Love Thing” from 
“Dolled Up.” It was this egregious fourth compilation 
instead of  her classic album “Showpeople” that 
motivated me to make this boxed set since I had 
tired of  the runaround by this time. When a fourth 
compilation is wrung from a period of  a single album 
and accompanying singles, decent people have to 
make their voice heard! Five will get you ten that 
“Tu No Me Llores” still has surface noise on it!


